[HI:2 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


water libation on Tabernacles is presented so that the waters may be 
blessed for you. 


Taught R. Simeon bar Yohai, “Behold, if Israel was worthy on the 
New Year, so that plentiful rain was decreed for them, and then they 
sinned, then, to diminish the rain is not possible, for the decree has 
already been issued. So what does the Holy One, blessed be he, do? 
He scatters the rain to the sea, desert, and river, so that the land will 
not benefit from it. What is the proof? ‘To cause it to rain on a land 
where no man is, on the wilderness in which there is no man’ (Job 


38:26). 


“Behold, if Israel was not worthy on the New Year, so that diminished 
rain was decreed for them, but in the end they repented, well, to add to 
the rain is not possible, for the decree was already issued. So what 
does the Holy One, blessed be he, do for them? He brings them as 
much as is needed for the land and calls down dew and wind so that 
the land will benefit from the rain. What is the proof? “Watering her 
ridges abundantly, settling down the furrows thereof, you make her 
soft with showers, you bless the growth thereof’ (Ps. 65:11).” 


“Drought and heat consume the snow waters, so does the nether world 
those who have sinned” (Job 25:19) — because of transgressions done 
by Israel in the summer, they are deprived of the snow waters. 


[D] “The eyes of thee Lord your God are always upon the land, from 
the beginning of the year to the end” (Dt. 11:12) — Kahana said, 
“From the poverty of it is what is written.” 


[E] “And to the end of the year:” he afflicts it in its beginning and he 
gives it a good end at the close.” 


1:4 


[A] On the occasion of six new moons messengers go forth: 
[B] (1) at Nisan, because of Passover; (2) at Ab, because of the fast; (3) at 


Elul, because of the New Year; (4) at Tishré, because of the 
determination of the set feasts; (5) at Kislev, because of 
Hanukkah; and (6) at Adar, because of Purim. 


[C] And when the Temple stood, they go forth also at Iyyar, because of 


[1:1 A] 


the lesser Passover [observed by those unclean for the first 
Passover]. 


Why not send messengers also for the Festival of Weeks? 


